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Theory of Personality: Jung's Personality Facets
Carl Jung's analytical psychology sought to address the question of the human psyche from an open-minded manner. Unlike other psychology theorists like Freud, Jung refused to believe that the human psyche only emanates from brain activities. Instead, his notion of the human psyche was that it is a collection of unconscious or dynamic psychic. This paper seeks to examine how Jung's theory applies to the character in one of the Television shows/series, the Blacklist. The character here is Raymond Reddington, the protagonist in the film. Reddington depicts both Jungian's introvert and extrovert attitudes as explained in the body of this essay.
Introvert attitude, based on Jungian personality theory, are characteristics that depict withdrawal, while extroverts are those who are more sociable. The film's protagonist, Reddington, has all these characteristics. Being a criminal and most wanted in the FBI'sFBI's list of top ten most notorious criminals; he has to seclude himself and trusts no one but himself in public. However, Reddington, while in the criminal world, is a jovial and sociable person.
Jungian human psyche theory involves understanding the human mind as a whole, both conscious and unconscious. One of the most widely studied works of Jung is personality types. Jung came up with personality type classification based on attitude and function types from the extensive research he carried out. Jung tried to distinguish the introvert and extrovert characteristics by classifying them further into four categories.
The first category is thinking, in which he argued that people with this attitude tend to apply reasoning to the situations and environments they encounter (Cann&Donderi, 1986). From the film, the character Reddington shows all the signs of precaution in everything that he does, which depicts that he is applying to reason. For example, he manipulates everyone, including the FBI, to go after the criminals that he believes are a threat to his criminal empire by selectively giving them cases to investigate.
The second category is feeling, which according to Jungian personality theory, is a situation where an individual applies a subjective personal assessment to situations and environments one encounter (Cann&Donderi, 1986). Reddington has an attitude that if he feels that something is wrong, he avoids it entirely. For example, at one time, he refused to come to the FBI building feeling that there is a mole in the agency who sells information to criminals about him being the FBI's informant. The sensation is another aspect of Jungian personality theory that involves applying aesthetic value to one encounter's situations and environments. Reddington likes to put on nice Italian suits. Even though he is a criminal, he also has his room organized. Despite that he never sleeps in the same hotel more than once, Reddington is organized from his attire to personal life.
Intuition is the other aspect of Jungian personality. Intuition involves using the unconscious or mystical to help them understand the experiences and environment (Walter, 1994). In his sensing v. institution category, Jung argued that people with this kind of attitude incorporate time, which allows for hunches. Intuition is the function where one see around the corners, and since he or she cannot do them, he allows those he trusts to do it for them. This is a fundamental trait that Reddington depicts. He trusts the FBI to go to places he cannot go. He also trusts his bodyguard to do his other businesses like finances. In his circle of friends, there are few people who Reddington trusts, and they are the only ones with the authority to act on his behalf and interests.
Over the years, other scholars have tried to extend the understanding of Jungian personality theory. Isabel Myers, who developed the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI), tried to promote Jungian personality theory by adding another pair of a factor called judging-perceiving. From the four factors explained in the previous section, Myers believed that another scale (judging-perceiving) could help promote individual personalities better than what Jung provides. Judging (J)-Perceiving (P) scale shows how people tend to deal with the external environment (Carlyn, 1977). Proponents of this scale believe that people who lean toward judging prefer to have structures and firm decisions.
On the other hand, those who lean towards perceiving are open, flexible and adaptable. From the film's character, Reddington, judging scale would characterize him better than perceiving. Reddington is portrayed as a character that makes his independent decisions. In the 6th season, he is arrested and taken to trial for the crimes he committed before he became a fugitive. He decides to represent himself in court. On the other hand, he leans more towards judging. He stands by his decision, and anyone who breaks their word once they come to an agreement with Reddington sees his brutal criminal side.
In conclusion, this discussion has presented the personality analysis of Reddington from the television series, Blacklist. The discussion has shown that from Jungian personality trait of introvert and extrovert, Myers MBTI's scale has added another scale, judging-perceiving, to help promote understanding of individual personality. The character of Raymond Reddington in the film depicts the different personality traits that fit within Jungian four introverted and extroverted personality types as well as Myers' judging-perceiving trait.H2080202
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